U.S. Department of Justice 


Federal Bureau of Investigation 


Washington, D.C. 20535 
September 29, 2023 


MR. NOAH SCHEER 


FOIPA Request No.: 1546681-000 
Subject: BOORDA, SIMON 


Dear Mr. Scheer: 


The FBI has completed its review of records subject to the Freedom of Information/Privacy Acts (FOIPA) 
that are responsive to your request. The enclosed documents were reviewed under the FOIPA, Title 5, United 
States Code, Section 552/552a. Below you will find check boxes under the appropriate statute headings which 
indicate the types of exemptions asserted to protect information which is exempt from disclosure. The appropriate 
exemptions are noted on the enclosed pages next to redacted information. In addition, a deleted page information 
sheet was inserted to indicate where pages were withheld entirely and identify which exemptions were applied. The 
checked exemption boxes used to withhold information are further explained in the enclosed Explanation of 
Exemptions. 
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50 pages were reviewed and 17 pages are being released. 


Please see the paragraphs below for relevant information specific to your request as well as the enclosed 
FBI FOIPA Addendum for standard responses applicable to all requests. 


Based on the information you provided, we conducted a main and reference entity record search of the 
Central Records System (CRS) per our standard search policy. For more information about records searches and the 
standard search policy, see the enclosed FB] FOIPA Addendum General Information Section. 


This is the final release of information responsive to your FOIPA request. This material is being provided to 
you at no charge. 


Duplicate copies of the same document were not processed. 


Records that may have been responsive to your request were destroyed. Since this material could not be 
reviewed, it is not known if it was responsive to your request. Record retention and disposal is carried out under 
supervision of the National Archives and Records Administration (NARA), Title 44, United States Code, Section 3301 
as implemented by Title 36, Code of Federal Regulations, Part 1228; Title 44, United States Code, Section 3310 as 
implemented by Title 36, Code of Federal Regulations, Part 1229.10. 


A record that may be responsive to your Freedom of Information/Privacy Acts (FOIPA) request has been 
transferred to the National Archives and Records Administration (NARA). If you wish to review these records, submit 
a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request to NARA, Special Access and FOIA, 8601 Adelphi Road, Room 5500, 
College Park, MD 20740-6001. Please reference the file numbers HQ 100-447445, HQ 157-8813, HQ 100-476153, 
HQ 100-458501, HQ 100-452447, HQ 100-458480, HQ 100-448423, HQ 100-455389, HQ 100-372540, 

HQ 100-439922, HQ 100-455267, HQ 100-449971, HQ 100-388835, HQ 100-452460, HQ 100-457655, 
HQ 157-21696, HQ 100-349140, HQ 157-8428, HQ 100-454565, HQ 100-462308, HQ 65-17349, HQ 100-372598, 
HQ 100-380449, HQ 100-372598-A, HQ 100-461852, HQ 100-222089, 100-HQ-328962, and 100-IP-14209. 


Please refer to the enclosed FBI FOIPA Addendum for additional standard responses applicable to your 
request. “Part 1” of the Addendum includes standard responses that apply to all requests. “Part 2” includes 
additional standard responses that apply to all requests for records about yourself or any third party individuals. 
“Part 3” includes general information about FBI records that you may find useful. Also enclosed is our Explanation 
of Exemptions. 


Additional information about the FOIPA can be found at www.fbi.gov/foia. Should you have questions 
regarding your request, please feel free to contact foipaquestions@fbi.gov. Please reference the FOIPA Request 
number listed above in all correspondence concerning your request. 


If you are not satisfied with the Federal Bureau of Investigation’s determination in response to this request, 
you may administratively appeal by writing to the Director, Office of Information Policy (OIP), United States 
Department of Justice, 441 G Street, NW, 6th Floor, Washington, D.C. 20530, or you may submit an appeal through 
OIP's FOIA STAR portal by creating an account following the instructions on OIP’s website: 
https://www.justice.gov/oip/submit-and-track-request-or-appeal. Your appeal must be postmarked or electronically 
transmitted within ninety (90) days of the date of my response to your request. If you submit your appeal by mail, 
both the letter and the envelope should be clearly marked "Freedom of Information Act Appeal." Please cite the 
FOIPA Request Number assigned to your request so it may be easily identified. 


You may seek dispute resolution services by emailing the FBI’s FOIA Public Liaison at 
foipaquestions@fbi.gov. The subject heading should clearly state “Dispute Resolution Services.” Please also cite 
the FOIPA Request Number assigned to your request so it may be easily identified. You may also contact the Office 
of Government Information Services (OGIS). The contact information for OGIS is as follows: Office of Government 
Information Services, National Archives and Records Administration, 8601 Adelphi Road-OGIS, College Park, 
Maryland 20740-6001, e-mail at ogis@nara.gov; telephone at 202-741-5770; toll free at 1-877-684-6448; or facsimile 
at 202-741-5769. 


Sincerely, 


Michael G. Seidel 
Section Chief 


Record/Information Dissemination Section 
Information Management Division 


Enclosures 


FBI FOIPA Addendum 


As referenced in our letter responding to your Freedom of Information/Privacy Acts (FOIPA) request, the FBI FOIPA Addendum 
provides information applicable to your request. Part 1 of the Addendum includes standard responses that apply to all requests. 
Part 2 includes standard responses that apply to requests for records about individuals to the extent your request seeks the listed 


information. 


Part 3 includes general information about FBI records, searches, and programs. 


Part 1: The standard responses below apply to all requests: 


(i) 


(ii) 


5 U.S.C. § 552(c). Congress excluded three categories of law enforcement and national security records from the 
requirements of the FOIPA [5 U.S.C. § 552(c)]._ FBI responses are limited to those records subject to the requirements of the 
FOIPA. Additional information about the FBI and the FOIPA can be found on the www.fbi.gov/foia website. 


Intelligence Records. To the extent your request seeks records of intelligence sources, methods, or activities, the FBI can 
neither confirm nor deny the existence of records pursuant to FOIA exemptions (b)(1), (b)(3), and as applicable to requests for 
records about individuals, PA exemption (j)(2) [5 U.S.C. §§ 552/552a (b)(1), (b)(3), and (j)(2)].__ The mere acknowledgment of 
the existence or nonexistence of such records is itself a classified fact protected by FOIA exemption (b)(1) and/or would reveal 
intelligence sources, methods, or activities protected by exemption (b)(3) [50 USC § 3024(i)(1)]._ This is a standard response 
and should not be read to indicate that any such records do or do not exist. 


Part 2: The standard responses below apply to all requests for records on individuals: 


(i) 


(ii) 


(iii) 


Requests for Records about any Individual—Watch Lists. The FBI can neither confirm nor deny the existence of any 
individual’s name on a watch list pursuant to FOIA exemption (b)(7)(E) and PA exemption (j)(2) [5 U.S.C. §§ 552/552a 
(b)(7)(E), (j)(2)].. This is a standard response and should not be read to indicate that watch list records do or do not exist. 


Requests for Records about any Individual—Witness Security Program Records. The FBI can neither confirm nor deny 
the existence of records which could identify any participant in the Witness Security Program pursuant to FOIA exemption 
(b)(3) and PA exemption (j)(2) [5 U.S.C. §§ 552/552a (b)(3), 18 U.S.C. 3521, and (j)(2)]._ This is a standard response and 
should not be read to indicate that such records do or do not exist. 


Requests for Confidential Informant Records. The FBI can neither confirm nor deny the existence of confidential 

informant records pursuant to FOIA exemptions (b)(7)(D), (b)(7)(E), and (b)(7)(F) [5 U.S.C.§ § 552 (b)(7)(D), (b)(7)(E), and 
(b)(7)(F)] and Privacy Act exemption (j)(2) [5 U.S.C.§ 552a (j)(2)]. The mere acknowledgment of the existence or nonexistence of 
such records would reveal confidential informant identities and information, expose law enforcement techniques, and endanger 
the life or physical safety of individuals. This is a standard response and should not be read to indicate that such records do or do 
not exist. 


Part 3: General Information: 


(i) 


(ii) 


(iii) 


(iv) 


Record Searches and Standard Search Policy. The Record/Information Dissemination Section (RIDS) searches for 
reasonably described records by searching systems, such as the Central Records System (CRS), or locations where responsive 
records would reasonably be found. The CRS is an extensive system of records consisting of applicant, investigative, 
intelligence, personnel, administrative, and general files compiled by the FBI per its law enforcement, intelligence, and 
administrative functions. The CRS spans the entire FBI organization, comprising records of FBI Headquarters, FBI Field Offices, 
and FBI Legal Attaché Offices (Legats) worldwide; Electronic Surveillance (ELSUR) records are included in the CRS. The 
standard search policy is a search for main entity records in the CRS. Unless specifically requested, a standard search does not 
include a search for reference entity records, administrative records of previous FOIPA requests, or civil litigation files. 


a. Main Entity Records — created for individuals or non-individuals who are the subjects or the focus of 
an investigation 

b. Reference Entity Records- created for individuals or non-individuals who are associated with a case 
but are not known subjects or the focus of an investigation 


FBI Records. Founded in 1908, the FBI carries out a dual law enforcement and national security mission. As part of this dual 
mission, the FBI creates and maintains records on various subjects; however, the FBI does not maintain records on every 
person, subject, or entity. 


Foreseeable Harm Standard. As amended in 2016, the Freedom of Information Act provides that a federal agency may 
withhold responsive records only if: (1) the agency reasonably foresees that disclosure would harm an interest protected by one 
of the nine exemptions that FOIA enumerates, or (2) disclosure is prohibited by law (5 United States Code, Section 
552(a)(8)(A)(i)). The FBI considers this foreseeable harm standard in the processing of its requests. 


Requests for Criminal History Records or Rap Sheets. The Criminal Justice Information Services (CJIS) Division 
provides Identity History Summary Checks — often referred to as a criminal history record or rap sheet. These criminal history 
records are not the same as material in an investigative “FBI file.” An Identity History Summary Check is a listing of 
information taken from fingerprint cards and documents submitted to the FBI in connection with arrests, federal employment, 
naturalization, or military service. Fora fee, individuals can request a copy of their Identity History Summary Check. Forms 
and directions can be accessed at www.fbi.gov/about-us/cjis/identity-history-summary-checks. Additionally, requests can be 
submitted electronically at www.edo.cjis.gov. For additional information, please contact CJIS directly at (304) 625-5590. 


(b)(1) 


(b)(2) 


(b)(3) 


(b)(4) 


(b)(5) 


(b)(6) 
(b)(7) 


(b)(8) 


(b)(9) 


(d)(5) 


MQ) 


(k)(1) 


(k\(2) 


(kK)3) 


(k\(4) 


(k\(5) 


(k)(6) 


(k)(7) 


EXPLANATION OF EXEMPTIONS 
SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552 


(A) specifically authorized under criteria established by an Executive order to be kept secret in the interest of national defense or foreign 
policy and (B) are in fact properly classified to such Executive order; 


related solely to the internal personnel rules and practices of an agency; 


specifically exempted from disclosure by statute (other than section 552b of this title), provided that such statute (A) requires that the matters 
be withheld from the public in such a manner as to leave no discretion on issue, or (B) establishes particular criteria for withholding or refers 
to particular types of matters to be withheld; 


trade secrets and commercial or financial information obtained from a person and privileged or confidential; 


inter-agency or intra-agency memorandums or letters which would not be available by law to a party other than an agency in litigation with 
the agency; 


personnel and medical files and similar files the disclosure of which would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy; 


records or information compiled for law enforcement purposes, but only to the extent that the production of such law enforcement records or 
information ( A ) could reasonably be expected to interfere with enforcement proceedings, ( B ) would deprive a person of a right to a fair 
trial or an impartial adjudication, ( C ) could reasonably be expected to constitute an unwarranted invasion of personal privacy, ( D ) could 
reasonably be expected to disclose the identity of confidential source, including a State, local, or foreign agency or authority or any private 
institution which furnished information on a confidential basis, and, in the case of record or information compiled by a criminal law 
enforcement authority in the course of a criminal investigation, or by an agency conducting a lawful national security intelligence 
investigation, information furnished by a confidential source, ( E ) would disclose techniques and procedures for law enforcement 
investigations or prosecutions, or would disclose guidelines for law enforcement investigations or prosecutions if such disclosure could 
reasonably be expected to risk circumvention of the law, or ( F ) could reasonably be expected to endanger the life or physical safety of any 
individual; 


contained in or related to examination, operating, or condition reports prepared by, on behalf of, or for the use of an agency responsible for 
the regulation or supervision of financial institutions; or 


geological and geophysical information and data, including maps, concerning wells. 
SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552a 
information compiled in reasonable anticipation of a civil action proceeding; 


material reporting investigative efforts pertaining to the enforcement of criminal law including efforts to prevent, control, or reduce crime 
or apprehend criminals; 


information which is currently and properly classified pursuant to an Executive order in the interest of the national defense or foreign policy, 
for example, information involving intelligence sources or methods; 


investigatory material compiled for law enforcement purposes, other than criminal, which did not result in loss of a right, benefit or privilege 
under Federal programs, or which would identify a source who furnished information pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be 
held in confidence; 


material maintained in connection with providing protective services to the President of the United States or any other individual pursuant to 
the authority of Title 18, United States Code, Section 3056; 


required by statute to be maintained and used solely as statistical records; 


investigatory material compiled solely for the purpose of determining suitability, eligibility, or qualifications for Federal civilian 
employment or for access to classified information, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of the person who furnished 
information pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be held in confidence; 


testing or examination material used to determine individual qualifications for appointment or promotion in Federal Government service the 
release of which would compromise the testing or examination process; 


material used to determine potential for promotion in the armed services, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of the person who 
furnished the material pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be held in confidence. 
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TO BRING A LARGE NUMBER OF PEOPLE TO THE SOUTH BEND AREA. 
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GROUPS FROM LATIN AMERICAN COMMITTEE FOR DEMOCRACY IN SAN 
SALVADOR, CHICAGO RELIGIOUS TASK FORCE, ILLINOIS COALITION 
AGAINST REAGAN ECONOMICS, CHICAGO PEACE COUNCIL, AND LULAC “(A 
LATIN AMERICAN GROUP). 
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LEADS: ALL RECEIVING OFFICES: WILL ATTEMPT TO DETERMINE 
THE NUMBER OF PEOPLE PLANNING TO ATTEND THIS DEMONSTRATION AND 
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b7D 
SOURCE ADVISED THAT THEY HAVE ASKED MAYOR RICHARD 
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Re Indianapolis teletype to Director dated 2-4-71. 


Enclosed herewith for the Bureau and New York are copies 
of LHM which the Bureau may desire to disseminate. 


Confidential source mentioned in LEM is[_|who Bip 
furnished information to SA ‘HAYES S. KING on 2-14-71. 
LHM is classified “¢€omfidentiel"’ sincd —_—sidis De 
an informant of continuing value who is furnishing 
information valuable to the national defense. . 

b7D 


Meeting at South Bend, Indiana,on 2-13-71 at which 
subject was present, was covered by ee 
pee a the future activity within the Indiana 


CP will be followed through oo G— ¥ 7 2 . 


The Bureau will be kept alton as €d, the the s £22 7 


as Indiana CP Organizer 
— LOO MIR TEL XEROX & % | 


ureau (Enc. 5) (RM) / Ed” ts Feo 261 
Ba - New York (Enc.:2) (RM) 6 eye FEB 26 1971 


' 6 - ae ROP oh) a) 
he Mew Tess 1 -.100-16791 . 1 - 100-11836 , b3 | 
ENCLOSURE. i - 100-7389 1 - 100-11093 HSK-tjr (10) mA b7D 


Aut INFORMATION CONTAINED 
a i 


b7C 


5 | »in Charge 
a” a \ oy WET 


6 CONFEDENTEAL 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


In Reply, Please Refer to 1221 North Pennsylvania Street 
Fae: Indianapolis, Indiana 46207 
February 22, 1971 


GUS HALL 


Com nina? SA ny 


A confidential source, site has furnished reliable 
information in the past, on February 4, 1971, advised 
that Gus Hall, General Secretary of the Communist Party 
(CP), USA, would be in South Bend, Indiana, on February 13, 
1971, to meet with South Bend CP members. at 1:00 PM at 
the home of Indiana CP! Organizer, who <i [ 
lives at “fhe visit by aa bE 
Hall was prompted by the dissension existing in the Indiana BIS 
CP, the disagreements between[__] and /Simon Boorda, 
Indiana CP Chairman, the poor financial /condition of the 

and the lack of accomplishments on eae pare of 
Feed pil f 


The confidential source, on February 14, 1971, 
advised as follows: 


On February 13, 1971, Gus Hall met with twelve 
representatives of the Indiana CP at the home of [__] 
[| the necting lasted " 
from approximately 11:30 AM until about 5:00 PM. se 

This document contains neither recommendations nor 

conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the 


FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its cons 
tents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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RE: GUS HALL —~CONPIDENTIAL-— 


The confidential source stated that the meeting 
concluded at_about 5:00 PM with Hall departing from 
South Bend. b6 
b7Cc 
b7D 


4x 


“a 


Hall instructed 


Hall continued that iin the city committee meetings 


of South Bend Roorda should only share every other meeting 
and that . who was present at the meeting, 
should share the Slternate meeting. He instructed in no 


uncertain terms that Boorda should not monopolize the 
conversation at these meetings stating to Boorda “£rom 
now on you are to talk very little.” 


Hall stated that he had come to Indiana with the. 
recommendation from the National Board of the CP, USA 
that[s«dS should be removed from Indiana. No 
definite decision was reached at this meeting as to 


very possibly a decision would be 
made at that time by individuals in the CP, USA leadership 
as to what action should be taken in respect to 

xemaining in Indiana. 
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CONE TDENTEAL— 
RE: GUS HALL 


on on on oe on Fa Band 


Conn: eat ‘A feu! 4y. C4 tf bres "4 
In preliminary disctssion with the Indiana CP members, 
Hall learned that there had been no meeting o 
CP Leadership since late August of ai sae Be 
d d 


of the Indiana CP to let their hair down in their criticism 
of the leadership of[ sda — Boorda and most 


members of the Indiana CP criticized and Boorda par- 
ticularly for their lack of leadership and inactivity. 


After an initial period of give and take discussion, 
Hall then criticized the Indiana CP Leadership and its 
members in the strongest possible terms. He stated that 
in other CP organizations he had seen some liquidation 
tendencies and lack ofactivity, but Indiana was the worst 
that he had ever seen. He said that Indiana was supposed 
to be functioning as a Communist Party unit not a Social 
Club. He instructed that Indiana CP Leadership have regular 
State and City meetings as well as club meetings. ‘The 
State meetings must be held at least monthly, City meetings 
every couple of months, and local club meetings at least 
‘twice a month, but preferably weekly. Hall said that although 
the ‘leadership was principally at fault, each individual 
CP member likewise must share the ‘responsibility since 
the individual member was mot demanding that the Leadership 
hold meetings and engage in activities designed to promote 
the CP. 


Hall instructed that henceforth Boorda and 


work together bap 


ot 2 on 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FOI/PA 

DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 
FOI/PA# 1546681-000 


Total Deleted Page(s) = 1 
Page 3 ~ b6; b7C; b7D; 


XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXK 
X Deleted Page(s) X 

X No Duplication Fee X 

X Forthis Page xX 
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXK 


FD-36 (Rev. cat Ny : Y * 


| 
tS ae 
{ 
| 
| 
* « = 7 | 
ve 8 FBI 
rs | | 
, | 
: : 
Transmit the following in . : ; ae | 
é@ : (Type in plaintext or code) b7E 
. . { 
View a Airtel Registered | (? 
( NE : (Priority) RS \\ ‘ 
Pee) Ss a a A Fa oe ee pa aa aS PS a cw gE tie ee 


To Director, FBI 


From SAC, Indianapolis (157-2285) (P) 
LN LITRE NRE ETERS, 


\ 
Mt INUTEMEN 
BM — MINUTEMEN 


Re Indianapolis teletype[ | 


| “nclosed herewith are seven copies_of self-exnlanato 
letterhead memorandum concerning b7D 
SIMON BOORDA, Chairman of the Indiana Communist Party. 
7 tdentity of source furnishing information isl] whose Bie 
identity is known to the Bureau. 
No local dissemination of information contained herein is being 
made as any knowledge of this[ sib 


would undoubtedly disclose identity of source. 


LH" is classified cermfrdentiel inasmuch as unauthorized dis-~ 
closure of information furnished by informant could reasonably 
result in the identification of a source of continuing value 
who is furnishing information regarding the national defense. 
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Re: Minutemen . cont pa 
—______ APPENDIX 


MINUTEMEN (continued) 


+ 


Members of the MM organization, including Robert 
DePugh and his chief assistant, Walter P. Peyson, have been 
arrested in the past on charges of violations of the Federal 
Firearms Act, Bank Robbery-Conspiracy, Illegal Possession of 
Firearms and Conspiracy to Commit Arson. They have also engaged 
in maneuvers utilizing guerrilla tactics, wherein machine guns, 
mortars, grenades, and other firearms were employed. — 


A second source advised in late May, 1970,[ ———=s|:séBS 


[___}had stated the MM organization had "fallen apart” bie 
Subsequent to the arrest of[ ~ ] in July, 1969. | 
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Re: Minutemen . copfneesa 
APPENDIX 
MINUTEMEN _ 


The Minutemen (MM) whose headquarters are in Norborne, 
Missouri, was organized in June, 1960, by Robert Bolivar DePugh, 
who has been publicly identified as the National Coordinator of 


the organization since its inception. On September 8, i969, he 
announced the appointment of his[_———______] 8s 
to replace him in this position while he completes serving b7c 
sentence in the United States Penitentiary for violation of the 


Federal Firearms Act. 


Past statements by Robert DePugh and Literature 
distributed by the organization indicate the purposes of the MM 
are to be the resistance to, and exposure of, the spread of 
communist influence within the United States; for the formation 
of a guerrilla or underground organization to combat the troops 
of any foreign powers which might eventually occupy this country; 
and to resist passage of laws which would regulate private 
ownership of firearms. 


A scurce, who in July, 1962, had access to some MM 
records, estimated that approximately 2,500 imdividuals have in 
the past expressed an interest in the MM and have been considered 
as members by DePugh; however, source believes there are probably 
al active members of the Grganization. F 

a self-admitted former member of the MM, b6 
who was with DePugh in the MM underground and who had access to bic 
“MM records, advised in December, 1969, that the actuah membership 
strength was greatly exaggerated by D b. and the true member- 
ship is probably unknown to DePugh. 7 about 150 
persons were sent MM literature on a regular basis and, therefore, 
he believed this to be the maximum membership. 


In April, 1966, DePugh, in his book, "Blueprint for 
Victory,'' wrote the MM organization was then divided into two 
bodies: the MM and the Patriotic Party. One group, the MM, 
would be the resistance movement and the other, the Patriotic 
‘Party, would have the function to serve as the political arm oF 
a complete patriotic resistance movement. 
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This. document contains neither recommendations nor 
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the 
FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its con- 
tents are not to be distributed outside your agency. Lf 4 
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